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With around 100 students 
packed into the Brodie Building 
entrance hallway, the Day of 
Action was loud. Each speaker was 
well supported when they raised 
the idea of more money for univer-
sities. According to the students of 
Brandon University, increased lab 
funding is only a good thing.
If the public and private sectors 
want excellent future employees 
and innovators, more must be 
done, was the crux of BUSU Science 
Commissioner Will Breen. “We are 
the future and we are being short 
changed,” he stated before calling 
on both the provincial govern-
ment and industry leaders to pour 
money into lab funding. 
Capitol funding to universities 
has not increased since 1991. Dean 
of Science, Dr. Austin Gulliver, 
acknowledged that universities 
“have come through some diffi  cult 
times [in the last two decades] and 
we are only now coming out of 
them. Th is will help.” He observed 
that training on equipment rel-
evant in today’s workplace is cru-
cial for graduates to be able to gain 
employment. 
Dr. Gulliver left  the students 
with one thought. With small 
classes and dedicated faculty, 
should the university receive the 
money it is looking for to update 
labs, as well as an increase in yearly 
capital funding, the education at 
BU would be unrivalled across the 
country. 
A major part of the Day of 
Action was presenting a petition, 
signed by almost 1000 students, 
faculty and staff , to Brandon East 
MLA, Drew Caldwell. He will be 
presenting the petition to the Pre-
mier’s offi  ce.
BU President Louis Visentin 
reminded students that through 
actions and events, such as the Day 
of Action, students helped increase 
by 7% last year the money that the 
province gives the university. 


























 Nira Diamant  
A.C.C Correspondant
    It’s been called the only legal 
form of child abuse. But there’s an 
ongoing effort by the Lung Asso-
ciation of Canada to change that. 
    Getting adults to butt out before 
getting into a car with minors is 
the focus of a campaign encour-
aging more provinces to create a 
by-law similar to one in Wolfville, 
Nova Scotia. It bans smoking in 
cars where someone under the age 
of 18 is present.   
   Such a law has been imple-
mented in some states south of 
the border. In California, someone 
caught smoking in a vehicle con-
taining minors would have to 
cough up 100 dollars, but only 
if that offense was connected to 
another one, such as speeding or 
making an illegal turn.  Arkansas 
has a similar by-law that prohibits 
smoking in vehicles where someone 
age 6 and under is present. Loui-
siana has limited its by-law age to 
13 and younger. 
    Canadians have until the end of 
2008 to log onto clean air for kids 
.ca, and select their province or 
territory.  Once your information 
is filled out you have the option 
of sending a generic letter to your 
local MLA and to your provincial 
government asking for action. If 
you reside in Manitoba, the letter 
will say the following:
   I am writing as part of the cam-
paign by The Lung Association of 
Manitoba, to express my opposi-
tion to smoking in cars where chil-
dren are present.  I urge you to sup-
port the actions necessary through 
legislation and education to ensure 
that this important public health 
issue is dealt with in our province. 
As you know, Nova Scotia has 
become the first Canadian prov-
ince to pass legislation on this issue 
and Ontario is following with Bill 
11 passing the first reading in the 
legislature. By making smoke-free 
cars for kids a priority the Prov-
ince of Manitoba will continue to 
demonstrate leadership on this 
important health issue. Tobacco 
smoke contains over 4,000 dan-
gerous toxins, chemical and car-
cinogens and exposure in vehicles 
is especially potent because of the 
restricted space. 
Although Brandon Mayor Dave 
Burgees agrees that smoking 
around children is harmful, he 
said that a by-law such as the one 
being proposed infringes on peo-
ple’s personal space, and would be 
hard to enforce.
     “It’s better to educate rather 
than legislate,” Burgess said.  
    Education is important, 
according to Jo-Ann Douglas, 
the Lung Association’s Tobacco 
Reduction Coordinator here in the 
Wheat City.  But she feels a by-law 
has to be implemented to ensure 
children aren’t exposed to second-
hand smoke in confined places 
such as vehicles.
  Dave Roncin, an ex-smoker, dis-
agrees.  He says instead, the gov-
ernment should try to find ways of 
helping people quit smoking.
  “I think the government should 
stop trying these by-laws and start 
offering incentives for people to 
stop smoking,” Roncin said. “For 
example, they should give partial 
rebates for sending in proof-of-
purchase from stop smoking aids 
like Nicorette”                To 
get a sense of how many Manito-
bans were in favor of this potential 
by-law, 29 people ranging from 
18 to 45 years of age were asked 
whether they were opposed to or 
in favor of this law.  Only five of 
the 29 surveyed disagreed with the 
implementation of a by-law. Their 
reason was that banning smoking 
in vehicles is infringing on per-
sonal space.  The remaining 24 
said that a car is one of the worst 
places to smoke as the area is 
severely closed in and has a lim-
ited air f low.
According to Burgees, so far 
no city councillor has raised the 
issue of creating such a by-law in 
Brandon.  But council always keeps 
an eye on what other cities are 
doing regarding various issues.    
Brandon was the first city in 
Manitoba to pass a by-law that pro-
hibited smoking in public places. 
And Jo-Ann Douglas hopes that 
if lots of people participate in the 
Lung Association’s campaign, the 
government will take action to 
protect children by making more 
vehicles in Canada smoke free. 
G e t t i n g  Adu lt s  to  But t  O ut
C a n a di a n  Lu ng  A s s o c i a t i o n  C a mpa ig n s  aga in s t  s m o k ing  in  ve h i c l e s




 A leading Canadian in-
ternational development agen-
cy, World University Service of 
Canada (WUSC) is a network of 
individuals and post-secondary 
institutions. Their mission is to 
foster human development and 
global understanding through 
education and training.
 WUSC development 
projects overseas assist with 
education and health, including 
basic and higher education, 
water and sanitation, and HIV/
AIDS; sustainable livelihoods, 
including vocational training 
and agriculture/rural develop-
ment; and governance, including 
strengthening civil society, pro-
moting human rights, and peace 
building.
        What is WUSC doing at BU? 
The most prevalent WUSC cause 
active at Brandon University is 
the Student Refugee Program 
(SRP). In some developing 
countries, getting an education 
can be dangerous.  Whether due 
to war or political repression, 
students are often persecuted, 
imprisoned or forced into exile, 
joining the ranks of the world’s 
estimated 10 million refugees. 
They have virtually no opportu-
nity for post-secondary educa-
tion. Since 1978, WUSC’s SRP 
has enabled more than 900 of 
these capable young men and 
women to resettle in Canada 
as permanent residents, pursue 
their education in an environ-
ment free of violence and fear, 
and transform their lives. For 
the past 25 years BU has been a 
participant in the SRP enabling 
students from countries as 
diverse as Ethiopia, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Somalia, 
Rwanda, Sudan, Burma, and 
Afghanistan. 
 Our sponsorship 
includes providing vital social 
and financial support to the 
sponsored student during their 
first 12 months in Canada. We 
work with the main WUSC 
offices overseas to select suc-
cessful refugee candidates that 
will be well matched for what 
BU offers. We then set up the 
student’s living arrangements, 
send a welcome package to them 
at the refugee camp, escort them 
to BU from Winnipeg, take them 
shopping for all of the neces-
sary student essentials, get them 
registered for classes that they 
are interested in, set them up 
with a bank account and health 
insurance, and assist them with 
anything and everything they 
need while they are here. BU 
has been a significant part of the 
SRP for the past 25 years and 
continues to sponsor a refugee 
student each year as a result of 
a combined effort from Brandon 
University’s Administration, 
Brandon University’s Faculty 
Association (BUFA), individual 
staff donations and efforts, 
student’s participation in and 
acceptance of the WUSC levy 
and their individual efforts, as 
well as private donors. 
 The 2007-08 Academic 
Year has brought about the cre-
ation of the BU WUSC Club on 
campus. We are a group of glob-
ally minded students working 
together to educate the campus 
community about international 
issues such as HIV/AIDS, Fair 
Trade, the Student Refugee 
Program, and many more that 
WUSC supports. For more 
information email buwusc@
gmail.com .




        
  Best Buddies International 
Bowling Party is a national char-
itable organization dedicated 
to enhancing our communities 
through one-to-one friendships 
between individuals with intel-
lectual disabilities and students.
 Friendship is the key ele-
ment of the Best Buddies program, 
which usually develops through 
social contact by spending time 
with others and finding common 
interests. People without intel-
lectual disabilities however, do 
not have many opportunities 
to socialize together as they 
often travel in different circles. 
Therefore, Best Buddies estab-
lishes chapters at high school, 
universities and colleges across 
the conu8ntry in order to bridge 
the gap. 
 This was a bowling 
activity that Best Buddies chose 
to do as a group on January 25, 
2008 at Thunderbird Bowl as one 
of their four activities during 
the academic year. All the buddy 
pairs at a chapter attend a group 
activity.
 Best Buddies has also 
had a pizza party meet and 
greet. Each Buddy Pair call each 
other weekly and get together a 
minimum of twice a month to 
enhance their friendship.
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Best Buddies International Bowling Party, 2008
Rideau Park Personal Care Home 
Is looking for Volunteers to help out
With Bingo on Wednesdays at 5:30pm and 
Saturdays at 1:00 pm.  Please call
Charmaine @ 571-7628 for more information.
Monday,  February 18 , 20084
Have you ever thought of becoming a 
RADIATION THERAPIST? 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW: CancerCare Manitoba,  
invites qualified individuals to apply to its 28 month Certificate  
program in Radiation Therapy beginning August, 2008.  This  
program includes both clinical and academic components, with  
portions of the program offered in cooperation with Red River  
College.  Successful graduates obtain national certification  
through the Canadian Association of Medical Radiation  
Technologists. 
THE FIELD OF RADIATION THERAPY: Radiation  
Therapy involves treatment of cancer patients by use of  
radiation.  Typically, Radiation Therapists work in cancer  
centers in planning and delivery of treatment.  The Radiation  
Therapist is an important member of a skilled team whose  
goal is to provide the best possible care to people with cancer.   
In addition to strong scientific and technical skills, Radiation  
Therapists must demonstrate skills in interacting with people.   
This includes compassion, sensitivity, understanding, and  
problem solving skills. 
APPLICATION PROCESS: Minimum prerequisites  
are 24 credits of  post secondary education including: 6  
credits of Anatomy and Physiology, 6 credits of Sociology  6  
credits of Physics, 3 credits each of English/Communications  
and Statistics. Preference will be given to applicants with  
high academic achievements and/or additional study at post- 
secondary level.  The Selection Committee will interview short- 
listed candidates.   
Deadline for application  
is March 15, 2008  
More information can be  
found on www.rrc.mb.ca  
under day programs  
and application forms  
can be obtained from:  
Admissions Office,  
Building C, Room 306,  
Red River College  2055  
Notre Dame Avenue,  
Winnipeg, Manitoba,  
R3H 0J9 
City Council and Plebiscite force delays on Fitness Facility
Jennalee Burch
Sports Editor
            The wait for City Council 
support continues for Brandon 
University Fitness Facility rep-
resentatives, and it could con-
tinue until the end of March.
       Following a meeting Feb. 4th, 
City Council decided to put hold 
on the issue of the new fitness 
facility until another council 
meeting scheduled for March 
17th. Mayor Dave Burgess con-
tinues to urge council members 
that the delay is due to the com-
mitment to other city initiatives, 
including the waste water treat-
ment plan and the proposed 
YMCA. 
       BU vice-president of finance 
Scott Lamont speculates that 
council is merely playing the 
waiting game. “I’m not quite 
NEWS
sure (why) city council wants the 
delay,” Lamont told the Brandon 
Sun. “It seems almost as though 
they’re hoping the governments 
will make the announcement 
before they have to pass their 
motion here at this end.”  
       An endorsement from the 
city would help the project 
move forward with securing the 
grants needed on the provincial 
and federal level. 
     In order for the new facility 
to properly function upon its 
completion, a $35 per term stu-
dent fee would need to be imple-
mented. This is causing a stir 
among some students. Similar 
fees exist across the country; 
however, the proposed BU fee 
is approximately half  the fee 
charged for similar facilities at 
other institutions. 
     At the University of Regina, 
the state-of-the-art U of R Allied 
Health Centre opened for busi-
ness on September 1, 2004. With 
3 full-sized gymnasiums and an 
indoor 200m running track, the 
second f loor of the new centre 
also features a great selection 
of cardio machines, plate loaded 
or free weight equipment and a 
core strength/stretching area. 
    University of Saskatchewan 
opened the PAC (Physical 
Activity Complex) August 2003. 
It also has 3 full-size gymna-
siums, a running track and, 
additionally, a climbing wall 
that spans 40 feet. 
      Brandon University’s pro-
posed new facility will have 
many of the same amenities as 
the current U of R and U of S 
facilities, sized to fit our needs. 
    But how does BU’s proposed 
fee measure against the fees in 
Saskatchewan?
     University of Regina students 
pay a lump-sum $124 athletic fee 
per 8 month academic year. The 
fee includes membership to its 
facility and an athletic program 
endowment. 
    University of Saskatchewan 
students pay two separate per-
term fees for their facility; a 
$27.90 athletic fee and a $24.74 
recreation fee, totaling $105.28 
for the academic year. The ath-
letic fee collects funds for U of 
S Huskies athletics; while the 
recreation fee provides a mem-
bership to the facility and recre-
ation services.
      Brandon University has 
planned a $35 per-term f lat fee 
that would cover membership 
to the facility and its recreation 
programs. The fee does not sup-
port the Bobcats Athletics pro-
gram. BU’s $70 fee for the aca-
demic year is comparable to the 
$124 and $105 fees of U of R and 
U of S respectively, especially in 
consideration of the size of the 
facilities in this comparison. 
BU’s projected fitness facility 
would be two thirds of the size 
of the U of R facility, which 
matches the projected fitness 
fee.
   Hands-on instruction from 
trained professionals would also 
be accessible in Brandon’s new 
facility and would be covered by 
the $35-per term fee. 
    “If you come in and say ‘I’m 
training for a marathon,’ or ‘I 
want to lose some weight,’ or ‘I 
have a back problem,’ they may 
be able to sit down and create a 
program to get you there” says 
Lamont.
(Left to right) BUSU President Nathan Peto, Campus Recreation Director Nancy Stanley and BU vice-president of Finance Scott Lamont answered questions at the Fitness Centre 
presentation on Feb. 3rd.
A Daffodil Gives HOPE...
Imagine What A Bunch Can 
Do!
2 bunches for $10 or $6 a 
bunch
March 12, 2008
in KD Mingling Area
5  •  Volume ninety-eight, Issue twelve COMMENT
~Amanda Hamm  ~ Cara Edge
 I like to believe that 
there are very few things in my 
life that can really draw some 
ire out of me.  Perhaps when I 
was younger (and my solution 
to a fi ght over anything was to 
throw Barbies, as hard as I can, 
into an opposing wall), I may 
have lacked this self-control, 
but at the age of 24, I believe 
I am a mature, level-minded 
being.  But that’s not to say 
there aren’t buttons that can 
be pushed to incite my wrath. 
 Recently, in an e-mail 
conversation with a co-worker, 
I lamented being in the Faculty 
of Education, and having to 
be in classes while the rest of 
the university was on reading 
week.  Th is person scoff ed and 
asked why we needed a week 
off  when we already have such 
a short school year, and that 
life would only get worse when 
we joined “the real world”.  I 
made my rebuttal in three short 
sentences, and returned to my 
job at hand (having learnt the 
importance of applying myself 
as a student), but couldn’t get the 
nagging feeling out of my head 
that I had left  him unconvinced, 
and that he still viewed 
students as being slackers. 
 Th is seems to be an all-
too-common response when I 
tell people that I’m hoping to get 
into grad school to get my third, 
and not fi nal, degree.  While 
I do admit that continuing on 
in education is some what of a 
stalling tactic, to avoid “growing 
up”, I wouldn’t say university 
is the “easy way out”.  In fact, 
there are times I would even go 
as far as to say that university 
is harder than the average job. 
 To start with, we don’t 
get “benefi ts”.  Th e obvious one 
is salary, where we actually pay 
to work, rather than working 
to get paid.  In fact, many of us 
work part-time jobs while going 
to our full-time job (school) 
in order to help make ends 
meet (not that they ever really 
do).  However, we also miss 
out on things like sick leave, 
paid vacations and health care. 
Going to school also limits 
our eligibility for a number 
of social assistances, such as 
employment insurance, if we 
happen to lose our part-time job. 
 Secondly, we may 
appear only to go to school for 
a grand total of 15 hours a week, 
but that doesn’t mean that we 
only put in those three hours 
of work a day, on average.  We 
don’t get the benefi t of having 
a set day of 8:00-4:30.  It’s not 
unreasonable to get up for class 
at 8:30 in the morning, and 
still be working on homework 
that night at 12:30.  Other 
than upper management, there 
aren’t many jobs that require 
you to work until the work is 
done, regardless of what your 
scheduled hours dictate.  Even 
legally, all employees are entitled 
to a weekend, which is not the 
case for students.  Th ere has 
been more than one occasion 
where I have met for group 
projects late into Saturday night 
simply because that is the only 
available time for us to meet. 
 Finally, and we all 
know that I’ve only brushed the 
surface, our “short school year” 
does mean that we only have to 
deal with the pressures of the 
school year for eight months. 
However, for the remaining four, 
we don’t sit around and play 
video games, letting our brains 
go to mush.  We’re out there, in 
the “real world” working just as 
hard as everyone else in order to 
make enough money to go back 
to school, and do it all over again. 
 Th ere is a perception 
out there that university 
students are lazy, party animals. 
It is true - when we let loose, we 
do a good job of it.  However, 
it’s not a day-to-day occurrence. 
We work hard to get to those 
moments in life where we can be 
young and reckless.  And when 
we don’t get a chance to shake off  
the stress of our busy academic 
lives, we end up getting hurt, 
either mentally or physically.  
 And those that 
continue to suggest that as a 
university student, I’ve taken 
the easy route, well, they’ll 
end up getting hurt, either 
mentally or physically as well. 
What the heck is going on down 
there? My vagina smells horrid.
Keep calm. Every vagina 
makes a diff erent taste and 
smell.  How a vagina smells and 
tastes is linked to things like 
diet, sweat, arousal fl uids, and 
menstruation. Th ere are a few 
reasons your vagina might be 
making a not-so-pleasant smell.
 You could have a bacterial 
sexually transmitted infection, 
like Chlamydia or Gonorrhea, 
which can be diagnosed and 
treated by visiting your doctor. 
Another possibility is the oh-so-
common yeast infection. Yeast 
infections can cause a “yeasty” 
smell; they can be treated with 
a prescription from your doctor 
or by using a yeast infection kit 
from any pharmacy/drugstore. 
Don’t be fooled into thinking 
only girls are subject to these 
infections. Although yeast 
infections in guys are less 
common than yeast infections 
in women, they can happen. 
Lastly, you could have Bacterial 
Vaginosis(BV). Th is is caused 
by overgrowth of organism/
organisms that live in a vagina. 
BV can cause a “fi shy” smell and 
can be diagnosed and treated by 
your doctor. 
One more thing, vaginas aren’t 
self cleaning ovens. Good 
hygiene, such as washing the 
vagina can help with funky 
smells. To wash your vagina, be 
sure to use scent free soap. 
Check out our web site at www.
serc.mb.ca
Are you gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, or questioning and 
under 25 years old?  If so, call 
727-0417 and join the Rainbow 
Youth Alliance!  
Information provided by the 
Sexuality Education Resource 
Centre.  Do you have questions 
about sexuality?  Send them to 
amandah@serc.mb.ca.
Th e information contained in 
this article is not intended as 
medical advice. Should you have 
any questions, please consult 
your health care provider.
The solution to your 




Massage Therapy Clinics  
Wednesday 11 - 3
$20 + GST! 
Call for more Info.
15th and Rosser Mall
571-0949
Sex Ed In The City
Ian Doherty
Contributor
     An organization is only as 
strong as those it is meant to 
represent. Without the ideas 
and knowledge that those peo-
ple bring into the organization, 
how is one supposed to sup-
port and deliver its claims of 
bridging diversity and under-
standing throughout its target 
population.  Th e lgbttq col-
lective has been around a long 
time, hell we’ve even found a 
constitution from the organi-
zation when it was around in 
1985 and indeed many things 
have changed. We have less en-
thusiasm and a faltering mem-
bership from the student body, 
we are hardpressed to deliver 
what the lgbt community wants 
and deserves in Brandon Uni-
versity, and we only have three 
regular executive members. In 
short, we falter from the lack of 
active support actively shown 
from the Brandon University 
community.  , we, like most of 
you, are students with classes, 
assignments, tests, exams, and 
so forth, and all of us hold some 
other job besides this one. We 
cant read minds, perhaps our 
largest downfall.
         Th is is where you come 
in. Our organization is based 
on the fl oor directly above the 
busu offi  ce (there’s an eleva-
tor, just press the number two 
it’s that easy), and we need the 
ideas and knowledge of those 
we are meant to represent. 
We’re not just gay, bisexual and 
lesbians either. We represent 
those of you who are trans-
gendered, those who are two 
spirited, those who are queer, 
questioning, curious. Most im-
portantly we also take pride in 
having a large body of straight 
allies as well. However, this is 
not enough. We need the regu-
lar students, those hardpressed 
for time yet who still want to see 
activities and diversity within 
this University (which some-
how fi nds that whole Be You at 
BU thing so appealing) .
        Has anybody ever told you 
that it is alright to be who you 
are? To be free from those so-
cial constructs of heteronor-
mativity?  When was the last 
time that you thought about 
your own sexuality? We are all 
human beings and for what its 
worth, the lgbttq collective is 
simply asking for your help. We 
need to know what you want, 
the problems you have, and 
what it is you think we should 
focus on.  
    Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays there will almost always 
be somebody in the offi  ce. I be-
seech you to take some time to 
come up and say hello, look in 
our offi  ce (duly noted as being 
referred to as the closet), and 
tell us what you think. We are 
open to suggestions, and hell, 
we need some to keep on track 
for what the student populace 
wants. We represent diversity, 
yet singularity; diff erence, yet 
sameness. We represent you 
whether you’re straight or gay, 
lesbian or bisexual, transgen-
dered or two spirited. We are 
the lgbttq* collective and we 
want your support.  
In the Name of Pride
Monday,  February 18 , 20086 COMMENT
Not long ago, the ques-
tion at the pump was always, 
“regular or unleaded?” Today, 
leaded gasoline isn’t even an 
option in most developed coun-
tries. And with the need to dras-
tically reduce our consumption 
of fossil fuels, the question of the 
future just might be “switchgrass 
or algae?”
  Of course, I’m being 
somewhat facetious. In their 
raw form you couldn’t run your 
car on either. However both 
organisms have the potential to 
be made into biofuels such as 
ethanol or biodiesel. And that, 
if done in a careful and sustain-
able way, could greatly reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions that 
cause global warming.
However, in spite of 
some of the hoopla about bio-
fuels, there are still many obsta-
cles to overcome. Yes, you can 
already get ethanol mixed with 
your gasoline or biodiesel mixed 
with your regular diesel in many 
North American cities. In fact, 
in countries like Brazil, gasoline 
is always blended with at least 
20 per cent ethanol and you can 
easily get 100 per cent ethanol 
for your car. So far, so good. But 
these biofuels have problems too.
As I discussed in a 
column last fall, a widespread 
adoption of biofuels, such as 
biodiesel and ethanol could cause 
serious damage to the environ-
ment and provide few benefits if 
the crop used to make the fuel 
isn’t chosen carefully. Corn, for 
example, is the largest source of 
ethanol in the United States, but 
it is a poor choice for fuel because 
if you do a life-cycle analysis 
(looking at all the energy needed 
to make the stuff), the energy 
obtained from corn-based eth-
anol is only marginally better or 
worse than the energy you get out 
of it. Plus, corn is heavily reliant 
on fertilizers and pesticides.
  Thankfully, there are 
plenty of other options. Canola 
does better in a lifecycle analysis, 
for example, and sugar cane – 
which is where Brazil gets its eth-
anol from – better still. However, 
sugar cane requires a hot climate 
and there are concerns that dis-
placing Brazilian subsistence 
farmers to grow sugar cane will 
push them into slashing and 
burning the rainforest for crop-
land. So all biofuels still have 
an environmental, economic or 
social cost. If these fuels are to be 
sustainable, such costs need to be 
minimized. 
  One promising biofuel 
that scores well in preliminary 
studies is cellulosic ethanol made 
from switchgrass. According 
to results of a recent study pub-
lished in the prestigious journal 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, switch-
grass grown and managed for 
biofuel can produce 500 per cent 
more renewable energy than the 
energy it needs to be grown and 
processed.
 For the study, 
researchers conducted field 
trials (the first for switchgrass) 
over five years on 10 farms in 
the Midwestern United States. 
Looking at all the production and 
management information from 
each farm, they were able to esti-
mate greenhouse gas emissions 
and net energy inputs to out-
puts. After a life-cycle analysis, 
the results were very positive: 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
switchgrass-derived cellulosic 
ethanol on the farms were 94 per 
cent lower than if the energy had 
come from gasoline.
  Another benefit of 
switchgrass, and part of the 
reason for its success in the trials, 
is that it is a native prairie grass 
that grows on agriculturally mar-
ginal land. This means that fewer 
chemical inputs are required to 
maintain the crop and makes 
it less likely that growing large 
crops of switchgrass would take 
away land that would otherwise 
be used for food production.
  Biofuels have the poten-
tial to help reduce pollution and 
global warming emissions, as 
well as the regional conflicts 
caused by our dependence on 
fossil fuels. But choosing the right 
fuel crop for the right geographic 
area is critical, as is making sure 
that all social and environmental 
factors are considered. If we can 
overcome those hurdles, you can 
look for more biofuels made from 
waste wood, used vegetable oil, 
and yes, even algae, at our pumps 
in the future. 
 
Take David Suzuki’s Nature 




May attention to our inner life • 
enable us to make the most 
of this day and the rest of our 
lives.
Look to the East:
the source of the rising sun, the • 
new day, 
the direction that inspires our • 
new beginnings, that renews 
our energy with fresh possibil-
ities. 
May our attention to the East • 
fill us with expectation and 
hope.
Look to the South: 
the source of warmth, warm • 
winds which help us to be open 
and accepting, 
the direction that inspires • 
our passions, our feelings, 
our inspirations and inner 
searching. 
May our attention to the South • 
help us to feel encompassed by 
warmth; may it inspire love; 
may it also inspire an accept-
ance of new learning and new 
perspective.
Look to the West: 
the source of the setting sun, • 
the day’s end, 
the direction that inspires • 
relaxation at the end of the 
day, the tranquility and peace 
which come from a sense of 
completion and from having 
done a job well.
May our attention to the West • 
enable us to find satisfaction 
of meaning in what has passed 
before this day, this week, this 
year, this life.
Look to the North: 
the source of cold, chilling • 
winds, of rigorous and disci-
plining winters, 
the direction that inspires our • 
thoughts and all of our efforts 
at rationality and order and 
objectivity. 
May our attention to the North • 
fill us with strength, wisdom, 
clarity of thought and purpose; 
may it breed understanding and 
order where chaos and ignor-
ance have previously existed.
Look Upward to the Sky, to the     
       Heavens and Universe: 
the source of vastness and • 
space, 
the direction that inspires • 
our expanding vision and our 
inspiration. 
May our attention to Upward • 
fill us with wonder, with awe 
and with dreams; may it inspire 
amazement at what is; may it 
elicit our creative ways of living 
and being.
Look Downward to the Earth: 
the source of our being, the • 
place from which we come and 
to which we return, the ever 
constant pull of gravity,
the direction that inspires a • 
sense of solidarity, of connect-
edness, of security. 
May our attention to Down-• 
ward fill us with a sense of 
being grounded and settled, 
rooted and strong.
(Modified from a booklet prepared 
for the Jewish High Holidays, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, September 26, 2001)
People’s Market Place
Science Matters  Counsellor’s Corner 
MEDITATION ON THE DIRECTIONS --Bruce Sarbit ~ David Suzuki, with Faisal Moola
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 Most of the time we 
‘young people of today’ get a bad 
rap when it comes to engaging 
in politics; unappealing at best 
and boring at worst, the polit-
ical arena is a snooze fest where 
guys in suits decide the fate of 
the masses. I mean, let’s just 
say it, to most of society polit-
ical leaders are the proverbial 
‘Man’ (as in “don’t let the man 
keep you down”). The face of 
politics is predominantly rich, 
white, middle-aged and male, 
not exactly someone most of us 
can identify with. As a result, 
our party leaders are chosen 
by political super-nerds, (of 
which, I admit, I am one, and 
I’m sorry). 
 But this year in 
America there are some faces 
in politics that are not white or 
male. Admittedly, both are still 
middle- aged and well off, but 
the fact that there is a woman 
and an African-American man 
running for the presidency 
is groundbreaking. And even 
though none of us Canadians 
will be able to vote for the 
options, we’re all still talking 
about who we’d pick, and who 
we want to win. It’s as if by 
widening our potential choices 
there’s been a wedge forced 
into the political sphere wide 
enough for us younguns to 
squeeze in.
 The politicians that 
are running seem to genuinely 
realize that this time they need 
to rely on people who are trad-
itionally not involved in pol-
itics to vote. As a result there 
has been a massive attempt to 
involve women, young people 
and the black community in 
this year’s primary coverage. 
The fact that there are so few 
women and African-Americans 
who work as political repor-
ters and pundits has caused an 
interesting effect in election 
reporting; the mostly white, 
male reporters are struggling to 
understand what marginalized 
groups want, and are trying to 
venture a guess at how they will 
vote.
 Regardless of who wins 
this election, what we need 
in North American politics 
are people with more varied 
backgrounds at every level. Of 
course this election is a step 
in the right direction, but we 
also need to keep in mind that 
a person has to be a member of 
a certain social class in order 
to run for president. And that 
brings up questions of privilege; 
how can an upper class member 
of society really understand the 
changes that need to happen in 
order to right social wrongs? 
And can we trust them to put 
the issues of people they’ve 
probably never personally dealt 
with before their own issues? 
At any rate, while we’re cele-
brating these achievements of 
race and gender, we can’t forget 





I’m a pretty regular guy. I have always done well in school and 
sports, and have never had a problem getting dates until about a 
year ago. Last year my hair started thinning, and it’s getting worse 
everyday. I’m not sure how much my friends have noticed because 
I have been wearing ball-caps all the time, and have dropped out 
of sports entirely.  I have also been totally hesitant to date anyone, 
thinking that sooner or later, my hat would have to come off  and 
she’d see this bald guy. I’ve been looking up transplants on the 
internet, but feel like a goof, because I’m only 22. I don’t want to 
lose the best years of my life as I lose my hair. Any advice?
Hiding the Chrome Dome 
Dear Hiding:
Attractiveness is a state of mind. It’s much more about the energy 
you put out there and your personal style, than you think. Don’t let 
your hair loss cramp your style. Women love guys with confi dence 
and a fl air for living life. Ms. Q. is just one of the countless women 
out there who truly digs a guy with a shaved head. Don’t just sit 
there and let that hair get thin and wimpy-looking; shave it smooth 
or go for the tight, uniform buzz job. If you think that shaving your 
head all at once is too extreme; start getting your hair cut shorter 
and shorter, and you’ll be there in no time. Th ink about some facial 
hair too. Th ere’s really nothing much cooler than a guy with a 
distinct style. Work the hair loss to your advantage and get back in 
the game.
Dear Ms Q:
I think my boyfriend’s cheating on me and I’m not really sure what 
to do. Th e other day, I found condoms in the pocket of the jeans he 
was wearing to the bar with his friends. When I asked him about it, 
he got really mad and claimed that he brought them just in case one 
of his friends needed them, and accused me of not trusting him!  I 
felt so bad at the time that I ended up apologizing to him. I like him 
a lot, and I don’t want to throw away everything that we have. Even 
though I want to believe him, I can’t seem to get this off  my mind. 
Can you help me get over this?
Struggling to Trust
Dear Struggling:
I don’t think you should get over this.  It sounds like he was caught 
in a lie, and knew that you’d feel bad for losing faith in him. He 
played the old ‘don’t you trust me anymore’ card, otherwise known 
as the ‘try to get out of jail free’ card. Trust is something that’s 
earned. I think that if you are experiencing nagging doubt about 
him, it’s your intuition or good judgment trying to tell you to get 
out of this relationship.
Send your personal quandaries, questions and queries to Ms. Q c/o 
Th e Quill, 270-18th St. Brandon, R7A 6A9 or email qmail@thequill.
ca
Don’t Let the Man, or 
Woman, Keep you Down
Letters to the 
Editor
GOT SOMETHING To SAY...?
  Email: eic@the quill.ca
or
 drop off @ 2nd fl r Knowles Douglas 
on campus
Ferrellfest! ! !
10. James Lipton – “Every once in a while…”
9. Neil Diamond – “You bet your balls it’s Neil 
Diamond!”
8. Harry Caray – “Heck I’m curious as a cat. I 
have a couple of friends that call me whiskers.”
7. Janet Reno – “Welcome to Janet Reno’s 
Dance Party, coming to you live from my 
basement. Shutup just Shutup!”
6. Robert Goulet – “Da da de da da do ba dob a 
do. That’s why I’ve gone out and done the music 
world a frickin’ service, and cut this compact 
disc. It’s called The Coconut Bangers Ball: It’s 
A Rap. Ha Ha Ha A little inside I know.”
5. Alex Trebek – “Because of what just 
happened before during the commercial, I’d like 
to apologize to all blind people and children.”
4. George W Bush – “Dick Cheney. Now, he’s 
up to something, and I don’t like it! He’s never 
around. If I’m in the White House, he’s not. 
If I’m on a plane, no where in sight. He’s very 
sneaky; not to mention, scary. I’m putting him in 
the Axis of Evil - for now.”
3. Lucifer – “It’s a hell-spun mixture of the 
bones of fornicators!! And the sinew of thieves 
and gluttons!!! MWUHAHAHAHA! [ pauses ] 
..It’s uh; it’s a ‘Fender”
2. Ricky Bobby – “I’ve sent in my application 
to the Real World. So I’m hoping to hear back 
from that. I’m putting A LOT of my eggs into 
that basket, the MTV basket. I’m also thinking 
about getting a gun, and dealing crack. Being a 
crack dealer. Not like a mean crack dealer, but 
like... like a nice one. Kinda friendly like, ‘Hey, 
what’s up guys? Want some crack?’ I’m just 
waiting on those two things to flesh themselves 
out.”
 
1. Ron Burgundy – [answers the phone in a very 
distressed manor] “Hello? Who’s there, I’m 
talkin? Hello? Who is this? Baxter... is that you? 
Baxter! Bark twice if your in Milwaukee... Is 
this Wilt Chamberlain? Have the courage to say 
something! Hello?”
Honourable mention – Super Bowl XLII commercial 
as Jackie Moon – Owner/Coach/Player of the Flint 
Tropics -  “Bud Light – suck one.”
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A Copyright to Fear
Sarah Skrydstrup
Excalibur (York University)
 TORONTO (CUP) -- 
Moving a story from the pages of 
a book to the stage is one thing, 
but to make the transition from 
story to musical play to film is 
something entirely different. Tim 
Burton’s vision of Sweeney Todd: 
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street 
is definitely an original work, 
regardless of how many times 
this play has been remade.
 The style and content of 
this film are clearly inspired by 
old horror films from the 1920s 
and 1930s, when the first film 
version of Sweeney Todd was 
released in 1936. 
 Just like the classics 
Nosferatu (1922) and The Cabinet 
of Dr. Caligari (1920), this ver-
sion of Sweeney Todd was filmed 
on a soundstage upon which the 
world was created. Reminiscent 
of films from this era, Burton’s 
use of colour in this film is min-
imal. The occasional contrast 
between monochromatic darks 
and vibrant colours makes it 
the signature whimsical work of 
Burton. The bright red-orange 
blood, for example, pops up 
against the pale Sweeney and the 
dark set pieces — similar to Ed 
Wood’s pink angora sweater in 
Ed Wood (1994).
 For a movie that is about 
revenge, obsession and, of course, 
a murderous barber, there is quite 
a lot of black comedy, but it is also 
characteristic of Burton’s films by 
being tender at times and car-
rying a large emotional compo-
nent. 
 This is one of the ben-
efits of moving a musical from 
the stage to screen. The close-ups 
of actors Johnny Depp (Todd), 
Helena Bonham Carter (Mrs. 
Lovett) and Alan Rickman 
(Judge Turpin) is highly effec-
tive in conveying a large amount 
of feeling with just their eyes. 
Their vocal performances are not 
to be ignored either. By casting 
actors who have no professional 
singing background, this allows 
the characters to be more believ-
able, rather than having the effect 
that pitch-perfect singers would 
achieve. Moreover,  non-profes-
sional singers give the perfor-
mances a stark and gritty sound 
that matches the subject matter of 
the film much better.
 Stephen Sondheim, 
the composer and writer of the 
musical Sweeney Todd — which 
appeared on Broadway in 1979 
— also has a part in Burton’s 
film version. This could be mis-
leading to loyal fans who may be 
expecting an exact replica of the 
musical version. As mentioned 
in an interview in New York 
Magazine, Burton decided to cut 
“The Ballad of Sweeney Todd”, 
which is said to be the reason 
why Sondheim wrote the musical 
in the first place. A lot of Todd’s 
dialogue was cut as well. In the 
interview, Burton said “It works 
great onstage, but for a movie it 
seemed like we wanted to see the 
story and not be told what we’re 
seeing.”
 Burton really under-
stands the necessities of shooting 
a film, and that is a major part of 
what makes Sweeney Todd great. 
As with his earlier movies (Ed 
Wood [1994], Beetle Juice [1988] 
and Edward Scissorhands [1990]), 
Burton shows us his ability to be 
a true auteur. And he is one of 
the few out there who can pull off 
making an R-rated musical.
Tim Burton delves into the film musical genre, and succeeds
Sweeney Todd is dark, gruesome, and there’s singing, too
David Kusnick
A&E Editor
 A ground swelling 
movement is taking place within 
the Canadian public body. No, it’s 
not over the latest American Idol 
contestant, or some new fashion 
trend perpetrated by name brand 
“designers.” This time it’s over 
something utterly important, 
new draconian Canadian gov-
ernment copyright laws that, as 
Dr. Michael Geist states, puts our 
“digital future at stake.”
 Geist, the Canadian 
Research Chair of Internet and E-
Commerce Law at the University 
of Ottawa is perhaps the stron-
gest voice in protest against new 
laws being put forth by Industry 
Minister Jim Prentice. Prentice 
is pushing forth a new bill which 
proponents are appropriately 
titling the Canadian DMCA. 
 Much of the controversy 
surrounding this new bill has 
emerged from what many are 
seeing as strict copyright laws, 
several of which leave no room 
for even parodies of source mate-
rial. These new bills placed for-
ward by Prentice also mimic an 
arguably failed American system 
of copyright laws known as the 
DMCA.
 The Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act, enacted by the 
Clinton administration in 1998 
claims to protect copyrighted 
works by acting against tech-
nology, devices and services that 
circumvent copyrights. 
 Problems occur with 
DMCA when one wishes to cus-
tomize their own purchased elec-
tronic device; such is the case 
with the new Apple i-Phone. New 
upgrades to the i-Phone’s soft-
ware (downloaded via the phone 
carrier network) have rendered 
third party and personal software 
useless. Resulting damage to the 
electronic device has been noted 
to equate the device to a paper-
weight, albeit a chic and neatly 
designed paperweight.
 Ultimately, as with the 
i-Phone example, it becomes an 
issue of freedom. Many Canadian 
citizens would argue that such 
customization, and more import-
antly freedom to information, 
is of crucial importance when 
it comes to the world of digital 
media. 
 Geist argues that strict 
copyright laws are not required 
for modern technological society 
and much of what makes up the 
new bill put forth by Prentice is 
influenced heavily by corporate 
industry, and more importantly, 
big brother to the south. 
 In a recent talk Geist 
made to the Canadian University 
Press titled, “Why Copyright?” 
he outlined many cases in which 
freedom to information has 
shown that an open system of 
copyrights (such as creative com-
mons) help, as opposed to stifle, 
the intellectual progress. 
 Wikipedia, with its 
supervised user added content, 
stands as an example of a non-
region specific web content that 
actively allows participation of 
the creative commons law. Other 
projects such as The Encyclopedia 
of Life, a ten year project of intel-
lectual minds throughout the 
world to outline and reference 
the 1.8 million species of life on 
Earth, stand as further examples 
to free information. 
 The digital world 
embraces this type of open access 
to information through personal 
blogs, aforementioned sites, and 
even the social networking site 
of Facebook. Geist sees this new 
bill against free access to infor-
mation as a type of, “Lock over 
learning.”
 Enforcement over edu-
cation, as Geist sees it, only ends 
in failed policy adopted from 
the United States. Acceptance of 
artist freedom and issues of fair 
use should be accurately and 
actively pursued, instead of per-
secuted. 
 Geist urges us to speak 
up against these new draconian 
laws. Much of the Canadian popu-
lation has already started through 
protests, Facebook groups (Fair 
Copyright for Canada), letters 
to parliament (and MPs) and the 
fight seems to be only starting as 
Industry Minister Jim Prentice 
has yet to agree to speak, or even 
answer questions on the matter.
To put a final word on the issue, 
Geist ended with the appropriate 
statement, “Not free for all, fair 
for all.”
 
A podcast of Geist’s talk to 
the Canadian University Press 
is available via his website, 
http://www.michaelgeist.ca/con-
tent/view/2611/125/
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Cesar’s Way by Cesar Milan
Teresa Birmingham
A&E Writer
In recent years it has 
become apparent to me that I 
have acquired a new passion; one 
with four legs, hair on all parts 
of its body, a highly developed 
sense of smell, and the ability 
to make me smile with a big 
sloppy kiss on the cheek.  Dogs 
have become an integral part 
of my life in ways that they had 
never been before.  As a country 
girl, my farm was never without 
the presence of its canine coun-
terparts.  Whether adult dogs 
or a litter of fourteen pups to 
play with and fuss over, I was 
always surrounded by wagging 
tails and welcoming barks.  But 
it was not until acquiring my 
present dog that I truly under-
stood the deep relationship that 
a human can have with a dog. 
And as my husband and I found 
out, with that emotional con-
nection also comes misbehavior 
and training techniques.  
As an avid reader and 
an individual who thrives on 
continuous learning and com-
paring theories and techniques, 
I dove into the challenge of 
training my new puppy with 
books ranging from traditional 
training, dog psychiatry, spe-
cifi c breed behavior, and asso-
ciative learning techniques.  It 
was not until recently that I 
came upon Cesar Milan’s book, 
Cesar’s Way.  Cesar Milan is an 
expert in dog behavior who has 
written two books and is also 
featured on the TV show “Th e 
Dog Whisperer,” a program pre-
senting mild to “red-zone” dog 
behaviors and Cesar’s methods 
to correct them and rehabili-
tate our “Westernized” dogs 
to their true and natural roots 
as workers and migrants.  Th is 
fi rst of Cesar’s two books was 
an eye-opener and a valuable 
tool in learning and teaching 
my own furry companion how 
to truly be a dog.  Not only did 
Cesar give great examples of 
dogs who had behavioral issues, 
he made it quite clear that these 
issues were representative of 
the behaviors of the owner. 
Cesar off ers a sense of hope in 
what may seem like a hopeless 
situation by stating his belief 
that almost all dogs can be 
rehabilitated, and in fact, of all 
the canines he has encountered 
at his centre in Los Angeles, 
he reluctantly gave up hope on 
only two troubled dogs.  
As a man who walks 
up to forty dogs off -leash for 
three hours every day, Cesar 
will become a hero to every 
dog owner who hears of him. 
Although some of us may 
immediately dismiss this feat as 
an impossible one, Cesar passes 
to us the tools he learned from 
his Mexican roots.  I can say 
confi dently that both of Cesar’s 
books have enlightened and 
challenged my opinions about 
dogs in general and the training 
and behaviors of my own dogs 
in particular.  Please read this 
book if you are considering 
bringing a dog into your family 
or if you are already blessed 
with the gift s and happiness 
that your companion brings 




 Eventually, we all reach 
that cynical age where the trad-
itional newspaper comic strips 
just become painfully unfunny. 
Even vaguely glancing upon 
the latest Family Circus causes 
an instinctual recoil of anger 
and disgust. Th ankfully, many 
people share your hate, and they 
devote their lives to creating 
humour where humour did not 
exist before. So today I off er you 
not one, but TWO worthwhile 
websites of a similar nature:
http://joshreads.com/
 Th e Comics Curmudgeon is 
probably the de facto comic strip 
mockery blog on the Internet. 
On a regular basis, the site’s 
writer brings up a collection of 
comics, and then either openly 
insults them and their creators, 
or implies terrifying subtexts. 
His ongoing vendettas against 
the likes of Mary Worth and For 
Better or For Worse are always 
worth a read. Some of the fea-
tured strips are not published 
in any of our local papers, to my 
knowledge (perhaps mercifully 
so), so I guess it also provides a 
look at what other people hate 
to read. Plus, it showed me that, 
bizarrely, Dick Tracy and Popeye 
comics are still being made. 
http://marmadukeexplained.
blogspot.com/
 Th e title of the blog, 
“Joe Mathlete Explains Today’s 
Marmaduke” pretty much says it 
all. If the oft en obscure humour 
associated with the world’s 
oldest very large dog leaves you 
baffl  ed, this site is a godsend. It 
is also a fascinating character 
study, illuminating on just how 
much Marmaduke one can take 
before going completely insane. 
Joe Mathlete is truly the bravest 
of us all.    
Finding Comedy in the Comic Strip World
Ally Ottenbreit
A&E Writer
If you’re a sucker for good drama, 
especially the soapy serial variety, 
you’re likely to like MVP.  With 
big American shows like Grey’s 
Anatomy and Desperate House-
wives out of commission until aft er 
the writer’s strike is over, MVP is a 
good show to focus your eyes on this 
winter because it follows the suc-
cessful formula that makes shows 
like Grey’s and Housewives so good: 
intense ongoing storylines, a large 
ensemble of appealing characters, 
intriguing romantic pairings and 
dynamic relationships.
MVP is the story of a fi ctional 
NHL team called the Mustangs and 
the story revolves around the team 
and their loved ones off  the ice. 
With so many characters, there are 
many stories to take you in. Th ere’s 
the story of mother-daughter duo 
Evelyn and Molly McBride (played 
by Deborah Odell and Natalie Krill), 
who, left  grieving over the untimely 
death of Evelyn’s hockey-legend hus-
band and Molly’s father, have gone 
from millionaires to paupers upon 
the discovery that all their money 
is gone. 
Th ere’s also the story of Gabe 
McCall (Lucas Bryant), the newly-
named captain of Th e Mustangs. He’s 
facing a great deal of pressure from 
his stern father, who also happens to 
be the team’s coach, and is growing 
increasingly discontented with the 
glam and glitz of life at the top in 
the very public and unforgiving eye. 
He’s looking for something more 
and he thinks he’s found that when 
he meets and falls for Connie Lewis 
(Kristin Booth), the ultimate “nice-
girl” who’s unlike any woman he’s 
ever met. Th e only problem is, she 
doesn’t fi t into his world, and he’s far 
from fi tting into hers. 
Th ere’s also the bad-boy woman-
izer of the team, Damon Trebuchet 
(Peter Miller), who, while acting 
like the biggest jerk alive, is seeing 
the ghosts of his dead wife and 
child in the late hours of the night. 
Finally, we have the new guy on 
the team, rookie Trevor Lemonde 
(Dillon Casey), chosen fi rst in the 
draft , who’s leaving small-town life 
and his small-town girlfriend Tabbi 
(Anastasia Phillips) behind for the 
big city and the pro sports world 
that’s going to either make or break 
him.
MVP has all the elements it takes 
to be a hit. It airs on CBC on Friday 
nights and is also available online. 
If you like soapy serial dramas, 
then it’s defi nitely the show for you. 
MVP defi nitely worth your time















11  •  Volume ninety-eight, Issue twelve
had an amount of infl uence that 
made me uncomfortable.
N:  Yeah, many of the perspectives 
of her art and production kind 
of bugged me. Th at scene where 
Anthony, in the light of the 60 
minutes exposé, was saying that 
she was a device for him to say 
“fuck you,” to the modern art 
community and was actually 
the best example of how many 
of the fi gures that surround her 
aren’t worried about her personal 
interests.
C:  With the exception of the fi rst 
woman who wrote about her… 
however, even she could be seen 
as self-serving, given her adamant 
stance on fi lm where she declares 
that she had warned the mother 
against letting her daughter 
become a public spectacle.  But, 
she still wrote the story, and 
multiple ones aft er that, making 
her no better than anyone else.
N:  Th e media attention doesn’t 
bug me, its part of art and 
publicity.  If the journalists are 
doing wrong simply by talking 
about her, we are guilty of the 
same off ense by extension.  It’s 
the sense of novelty that is used 
in the discussion of her and the 
art that gets at what is wrong with 
the situation.
C:  I’m interested in the younger 
brother, Zane, and how he 
competes for attention… having 
grown up in the shadow of a 
“normal” sister….
N:  Hey, save the psychoanalysis 
for your own column. Th e art. 
What irritates me is the whole 
controversy as to if she did it on 
her own.  Th e majority of What 
Damien Hirst and Andy Warhol 
have sold for millions was basically 
made in studio factories by other 
artists – Hirst has admitted that 
his “dot-paintings” came from an 
idea that he had little to do with, 
and that the ones he made himself 
were terrible.  Nobody even cares 
about that when shelling out the 
big money for Hirsts or Warhols 
– they just sign the cheques.  But 
when the suspicion of Marla’s 
Dad having helped her arises, it 
becomes fraud and the work is 
less legitimate.  Th e paintings are 
good, warm, and unconscious of 
self.  Why does there need to be 
further scrutiny in this case?
C:  Whether it was Marla or her 
father who painted them, if they 
were once viewed as good, they 
should maintain that merit of 
their own.  Are you buying the 
painting or a piece of the painter’s 
soul?
N:  I want to avoid theories 
of creative outburst, they’re 
misleading.  It’s just that this 
public double-standard reveals 
hypocrisy in the identity-politics 
of this fetish-ized commodity. 
Before anyone tries to slit my 
throat with a palette-knife, I’ll 
add that I love abstract art and am 
playing with creating art myself. 
Nonetheless, I stand by my use of 
Marxist vocabulary.
C:  When you said “fetish-ized” 
my mind immediately went 
to feminist gaze/object theory 
(Mulvey) – I don’t think that’s 
appropriate when discussing a 
fi ve year-old.
N:  Well, maybe that impropriety 
is part of the double-standard. 
How does the fact that she’s a 
child allow her some special 
status (or bind her with special 
rules) as an artist that is beyond 
the limits that can be imposed 
upon (or by) critics?
C:  Th at’s where we get into 
separating the art from the artist 
– 
N:  –  Th e Death of the Author  –
C:  – Yes, Barthes –
N:  – name dropper.
C:  How much of the popularity 
was due to her being four, and 
how much of it was because her 
work was good?
N:  Yeah, selling the identity 
more than anything else.  But, I 
would pay for a print of some of 
her paintings, “Zane Dancing” 
especially.  (Note: you can fi nd it 
on Google images, check it out).
C:  I’m not much for abstract art, 
but even viewing her pieces on 
screen I could still get a sense of 
intensity from them.
N:  I’ll try to navigate to another 
topic.  As interesting as this 
documentary was, I’m not 
going to endorse an all-out 
recommendation to all viewers, 
unless you have an interest in 
topics related to art and artistic 
consumerism.  What I really 
wanted to review for this issue 
was No Country for Old Men.
C:  Hahaha… I was wondering 
when you were going to get on 
the soap box.
N:  Ok, here’s the story – this 
movie was scheduled for Feb 
1st and 2nd at the Evans, and I 
had been waiting to see it so I 
could review its Evan’s screening 
for this column.  I resisted the 
impulse to download, to go 
to Winnipeg to see it – since 
December, as I have had about 
twenty recommendations of this 
movie, and the Cohen brothers 
are among my favorite directors. 
Now, last weekend, aft er the 
Oscar nods, it turns out that the 
<for profi t non-sponsor> theatre 
wants to show it aft er ignoring it 
for so many months.  Apparently 
for the theatre management, 
Alien vs Predator II, I Am 
Legend, and Walk Hard, are all of 
greater cinematic (and fi nancial) 
value than a new fi lm by the 
makers of Fargo, Oh Brother 
Where Art Th ou, and Th e Big 
Lebowski.  Anyways, due either 
to the distributor’s regulations 
,or a non-competition agreement 
between the two theatres, it was 
yanked from the Evans and 
replaced by American Gangster – 
which incidentally, as far as non-
comp goes had just fi nished a ~12 
week stand at the “other” theatre. 
On top of that, the “other” theatre 
didn’t even screen No Country 
For Old Men on the weekend of 
Feb. 1st and 2nd (and as of press 
deadline is still not scheduled). 
As a consumer, I am really pissed 
off , and I can’t help that I have 
been cheated by the “other” 
theatre and the fi lm industry in 
general.  Not to mention that the 
Evans has been screwed over. I 
can’t believe that in light of this 
kind of treatment that I, as an 
avid ticket-buyer (who has never 
downloaded a feature fi lm) have 
just received, that the industry 
expects me to not bypass the 
theatres and download on my 
own terms.
C:  I had intended to mock your 
rant, prior to actually hearing it, 
however, for the fi rst time, I think 
you are making a solid, logical 
point.  I fear the universe is about 
to collapse around me.
My Kid Could Paint Th at
2007, Amir Bar-Lev
Neal:  Is it possible to spoil a 
documentary for our reader?
Cara:  Th e attempt at a conspiracy 
could be a surprise for the 
viewers, but the ending leaves 
more questions than answers.
N:  So…. I’m free to say whatever 
I want in regards to this fi lm’s 
content?  I don’t have to worry 
about keeping secrets or ruining 
the ending?
C:  Keep it appropriate, aft er all, 
my grandparents do read this.
N:  Ok then, synopsis time. 
Maria Olmstead is a fi nancially 
successful abstract expressionist 
painter – she’s four (well, now 
she’s seven) and this fi lm is a 
candid look at her place in “art,” 
the way she has been marketed, 
and how this attention aff ects her 
family.
C:  I would have to say that I was 
more interested in the family 
dynamic than the art.
N:  You have the fl oor.
C:  From the beginning of the 
footage, you could see that the 
mother, with whom I could more 
clearly identify, being female and 
all, was wary of the fame that 
would come with her daughter’s 
success.  Th e father, on the other 
hand, was more optimistic almost 
as if he was trying to live out his 
dreams of being famous through 
Marla. As if the relationship 
couldn’t be strained enough as it 
is, it is with this set of diff ering 
parenting strategies, Anthony, 
the studio owner/artist/agent, 
A&E
My Kid Could Paint Th at!
ABSENT SOUND
Gathering of the 
Clan Mothers
Sat. February 23, 2008
Park Community Centre 9 pm
Licensed
$10/ $8 (members, students, fi xed 
income)
Tickets at BUSU, Ted Good Music 
and Campus Books
We want to hear you! 







Earn a second degree in 12 months
Earn a professional teaching certificate
Elementary options - 12 month or 2 year
12 month Middle Years option (English, Science, Social Studies, PE)
12 month Secondary option with 27 teaching areas
(Especially seeking: French, Math, Physics, Chemistry, Theatre, Home 
Economics, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese)
Academic self-assessment worksheets provided at 
www.teach.educ.ubc.ca
Application deadline: March 14, 2008










Money Back Guarantee Included
Thousands of Satisfied Students
 1-800-269-6719 / 780-428-8700 
WE HAVE THE CAREERS, 
YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITIES.
The Canadian Forces offer you over 100 full- and part-time job opportunities in
stimulating environments. Whether close to home or abroad, the Forces offer you:
• A wide range of careers in professional fields and technical trades
• Training programs throughout your career
• Financial aid for your studies
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Sports Sound-Off!
Possible roadtrip are 
being planned to Calgary 
for fi nal four basketball 
action... who’s in??
- catfan38
Get Off the Couch 
Social!!!! Get your tix at 
the gym today!!
- BUPEC
Nervous Larkins? You 
should be…6 weeks 
away.
- the Quill
Want to have your voice heard? Write in about anything that may 
be on your mind. Professional Sports, University Athletics, to BU 
Campus Recreation Intramurals; if it’s on your mind, it’s worth our 
time.
Submit your piece to sports@thequill.ca and check out the next 
edition of the Quill! Say what you want, when you want (just 
remember, keep it fairly clean kids!).
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
1. Manitoba (17-1) / (1)
2. UBC (17-1) / (2)
3. Calgary (14-4) / (3)
4. Alberta (13-5) / (5)
5. Montreal (18-3) / (4)
6. McGill (15-6) / (T6)
7. Trinity Western (12-6) / (T6)
8. Sherbrooke (16-5) / (8)
9. Toronto (16-2) / (9)
10. Ottawa (14-3) / (T10)
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
1. Alberta (14-2) / (1)
2. Winnipeg (14-2) / (2)
3. McMaster (18-0) / (4)
4. UBC (13-5) / (3)
5. Laval (15-3) / (T5)
6. Dalhousie (13-3) / (T5)
7. Thompson Rivers (8-8) / (7)
8. Brandon (8-8) / (9)
9. UNB (11-5) / (10)
10. Trinity Western (8-8) / (NR)
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
1. Simon Fraser (21-1) / (1)
2. UBC (19-2) / (2)
3. Memorial (13-1) / (3)
4. McMaster (18-1) / (5)
5. Alberta (15-5) / (4)
6. Calgary (15-5) / (6)
7. York (17-3) / (7)
8. Regina (14-6) / (8)
9. Victoria (11-10) / (9)
10. Cape Breton (11-5) / (NR)
MEN’S BASKETBALL
1. Carleton (19-0) / (1)
2. Brandon (18-2) / (2)
3. Calgary (17-3) / (3)
4. Acadia (13-2) / (4)
5. Toronto (14-4) / (7)
6. Ottawa (15-4) / (6)
7. UBC (16-5) / (5)
8. Cape Breton (13-3) / (9)
9. Windsor (13-4) / (10)
10. Brock (11-6) / (8)
CIS Top Ten Rankings
(as of Feb. 5, 2008)
Sports Shorts
Next Bobcat Home Action
Playoff s begin after Reading Week
Playoff  Schedule TBA
Jennalee Burch
Sports Editor
Sports News in Brief…
Booze and sports continue 
partnership
Atlantic University Sport 
and Alexander Keith’s Beer 
announced an expanded part-
nership last week in Halifax. 
Beginning in February, spe-
cial 8-pack cases of Alexander 
Keith’s cans will include a selec-
tion of AUS collector cans that 
celebrate and promote Atlantic 
University Sport and its champi-
onships. Seven diff erent custom 
Keith’s can designs will high-
light men’s and women’s uni-
versity sports, including win-
ners of each AUS championship 
over the past 10 years as well as 
the date of the upcoming 2008 
championships. 
I motion that Canada West 
goes in cahoots with Pilsner, 
or Minhas Creek. “Damn 
good beer, damn good sports.”
Over Interviewed/Televised/
Rated
University of Calgary Dinos 
basketball star Henry Bekkering 
is getting even more of the lime 
light. 
His dunking ability landed him 
a cover of Sports Illustrated on 
Campus along with his famed 
appearance on FSN’s Best Damn 
Sports Show Period last year. 
Bekkering has now appeared 
on CTV’s Canada AM, as of 
Wednesday Feb 6th in a live inter-
view with Seamus and the gang 
from CTV’s Calgary studio. 
Additionally he was featured 
in Lori Ewing’s weekly basket-
ball column for the Canadian 
Press on Monday, Feb. 4.
Bekkering leads his team in 
scoring with 21 points per game. 
Online videos of Bekkering’s 
dunks are widely distributed 
on YouTube and other internet 
sites, with some now recording 
more than a million viewings.
Little known fact… In addi-
tion to his basketball talent, he 
was draft ed in the fi ft h round 
(35th overall) of the 2007 CFL 
College Draft  by the Calgary 
Stampeders as a receiver.
BUPEC looks for more mem-
bers to join their ranks
Th e Brandon University Physical 
Education Club held a Meet and 
Greet in the BU Gymnasium 
Foyer February 5th. Membership 
is just $10 for the rest of the 
semester, which includes var-
ious benefi ts. Any interested 
Physical Education students, 
for more information contact 
leeke10@brandonu.ca. 
Black & White Copies
5¢
Limited Time Only
The UPS Store 
1300-18th Street, Unit 100 





(From left  to right) Phys. Ed. Professor Daryle McCannell, and BUPEC members Kayla Turner, Kayla Lee, Brooke 
Smigelski, Tyler Lavallee, and Jessica Ballantyne held a successful Meet & Greet at the BU Gym.
Jennalee Burch
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 BUSU council has decided to put for-
ward three referenda questions to the student 
population during the March general election.
 The first referendum question deals with 
the rapidly escalating building cost in the current 
market. The Knowles Douglas Building (KDC) 
Fund, currently $2.70 per credit hour, raises ap-
proximately $180,000 per year. Since the reestab-
lishment of the Fund in 2004, it has raised over 
$900,000 for the KDC expansion. 
 Inflation in costs in the construction in-
dustry are not keeping pace with the Canadian 
Price Index (CPI), with different sources placing 
yearly increases around 10%.
 The second referendum question in-
volves indexing the BUSU Levy to the CPI.  Like 
BU administration, BUSU is mindful that enroll-
ment numbers may soon decline. The Levy ac-
counts for over half of BUSU’s annual budget. 
With the bookstore’s revenues almost halved over 
previous years, a decline in enrollment without 
an increase in fees could put BUSU, a not-for-
profit organization, into a financial bind. 
 By tying the KDC Fund and BUSU Levy 
to the CPI, BUSU feels they will be better able to 
provide services for students year after year.
 The third referendum question, with a 
positive vote, would lead to the reestablishment 
of a health and dental plan. The fee for this health 
plan would be charged through BUSU. At press 
time, no plan had been decided upon, as the stu-
dent survey was still ongoing. It is assumed that 
the plan will cover such things as prescriptions 
drugs, dental visits and out-of-province medical 
expenses, among other services.




Small or large weddings
Casual or formal
Location of your choice
Student Discount
 











Free Local Call! 






Providers to care for 
children and/or adults 
with disabilities in 
Brandon and Westman. 
Experience preferred 
or related field of 
study. Wages from 
$8.67 - $11.22 per 
hour. Shifts primarily 
evenings and 
weekends. Criminal 
record abstract and 
child abuse registry 
checks are required. 
A driver’s license and 
vehicle are essential. 
Attn: Jolene or 
Christina, 710-3rd Street 
or crsbdn@mts.net.
1040 - 26th Street  
729-8844  or  1-866-768-4847
To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2007 or (ii) a valid 
high school identifi cation card. Expires July 31, 2008. Must also qualify for Instant Cash Back and Cash Back products. See offi ce for details. Valid only at participating H&R Block 
locations in Canada. SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/07 to 07/31/08 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage 
may be restricted when used in conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certifi cates.
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come in today or call
 1-800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)
www.hrblock.ca
Students, come in for your tax preparation and get 
instant cash back in just one visit.
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